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ENERGYSAFETY CAMPAIGN — POWER POLES 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Energy) [12.04 pm]: I rise to advise the house of the 
establishment next month of a public awareness campaign to be launched by electrical safety regulator 
EnergySafety. This campaign has been jointly established by Hon Michael Mischin, MLC, and me as a further 
example of this government’s commitment to the safety of the people of Western Australia. The purpose of the 
campaign is to alert property owners with private power poles and overhead powerlines on their property to their 
legal responsibility for the safety of their assets. Privately owned power poles and lines located on private 
properties are the responsibility of the owner. The primary responsibility owed by property owners regarding 
their assets is to ensure that their assets do not pose a risk to persons or property. The EnergySafety campaign is 
designed to alert the affected property owners to this fact and encourage them to have their assets inspected by 
licensed electrical contractors as soon as possible. 

Many wooden poles in this state have been in service for 25 years or more and may be approaching the end of 
their service life. Some of these power poles may be unsafe, and, in the absence of the attention of a qualified 
electrical contractor, may represent not only a safety risk but also a legal risk to their owners. As private power 
poles and lines are the responsibility of their owners, they are not inspected or managed by Western Power or 
Horizon Power. I urge owners of private power poles and lines to accept their responsibility and move promptly 
to ensure the soundness of their electricity assets before the coming bushfire season by having their electricity 
assets inspected. They should act now to avoid the potential for significant legal action that could result if 
bushfires or other community safety events are found to have been caused by faulty power poles or lines. 

If people are unaware of their responsibilities or are unclear of whether they are responsible for a particular 
power pole or power line, they should, in the first instance, contact Western Power or Horizon Power to seek 
clarification. I am pleased to advise that an information pamphlet will be sent to all electricity consumers across 
the state to ensure that every owner of these assets has the opportunity to be compliant with the law. Print 
advertisements will also be run in The West Australian and other newspapers across the state to help get this 
important safety message across. 
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